Illness behavior in guineaworm disease.
Guineaworm, a waterborne helminthic disease, affects a large portion of the population in Idere, Nigeria. Although preventive health education interventions are experiencing success, it is slow due to the low economic status of the community. In the meantime people suffer and seek treatment. The decision-making process during illness with guineaworm does not fit neatly into individual psychosocial theoretical models. Concepts of the disease and potential remedies are strongly influenced by the local culture. In the process of studying these cultural influences, suggestions for new models have arisen. These suggest a mediating role for health education between traditional and Western scientific viewpoints in promoting efficacious illness behavior in endemic tropical diseases.